In the combuftion of organized bodies we find, that oxygen is alternately decompofed by carbon and hydrogen, which always exift in them as conflituent parts. The latter, hydrogen, by its union with oxygen, produces water, but which, in the moment of its origin, is moft commonly again decompofed into its original conftituents by the co-operation of the carbon, and deprived of its oxygen, which, after having united with it, and formed the carbonic acid (fxed air * aerial acid), efcapes in a gafeous form.

